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Minutes of the Dodge County 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

June 1, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Richard 
Wolf at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, June 1, 2016.  Present were Planning Commission 
members Harlan Buck, Richard Wolf, Ben Johnson, Walter Wyttenbach, Joshua 
Toquam, Darren Durst and Minor Buckingham.  Also present was the Feedlot 
Officer, Chad Knudson, and Zoning Administrator, Melissa DeVetter. 
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Darren Durst, to approve the agenda and the 
April 6, 2016 minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Jennie-O Turkey Store Inc. – CUP#16-03 
The first public hearing is to consider an application for a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow an expansion of overall manure storage through replacement and addition 
to/of barns with no increase in animal units in the Ag District. Barn #5 is proposed to 
be replaced with a larger 73’x528’ barn, additions (76’ x 16’ & 76 x 80’) will be added 
to Barn #6, and construction of two new 76’ x 220’ “Tom” Barns (Barn #3 and Barn 
#4) is proposed. The site will also house a new 40’ x 64’ Shower/Egg Building. The 
property is 23.97 acres located in NW ¼ of the SW ¼ Section 23 of Claremont 
Township. Jennie-O Turkey Store Inc. is the applicant and landowner.  
 
Joel Moore, Agricultural Engineer representing Jennie-O Turkey Store was present 
to explain this proposal. One of the concerns that the Feedlot Advisory board had 
was water usage. Since that meeting they have received a DNR Waters 
Appropriation Permit. They are using roughly 1.5 million gallons per year on that 
farm.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that this site has been here a very long time. It’s a site that 
has been in existence prior to them needing a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Even 
though there is no increase in animal units they are modifying the barns and 
increasing the manure storage and this triggers a CUP. That is why they are here 
and are required to get a Construction Short Form permit. They will be working with 
Chad Knudson on obtaining that. They are proposing to incinerate the carcass and 
will be rendering as a second way of disposal.  
 
Joel Moore stated that if they could not use the incinerator because of a large 
mortality loss they will render.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that there are two incinerators that will be located on this 
site. Each of the barns does have smaller holding tanks to collect water from 
washing the floors because that is considered process waste water. The employee 
shower facility does have its own mound system. The egg wash water is considered 
processed waste water under 7020 rules so that will be handled in a separate 
holding tank. As was indicated by Mr. Moore between the time that the Findings 
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have been prepared and now they have obtained their DNR Water Appropriation 
Permit from the area Hydro, Todd Piepho. The well has to be 100’ from any existing 
manure storage area to be in compliance with 7020, Department of Health rules. An 
existing well will need to be abandoned. The closest dwelling besides the one on site 
is about 1700’ to the west and slightly south and is owned by Lowell Mollenhauer. 
The closest feedlot that is registered for over 30 animal units is owned by Rick Wolf 
and is about 3900’ away.  There is no new access proposed and as far as what is 
proposed there are no issues with the County Highway Department or MnDot. Ms. 
DeVetter stated that she has been with the county for 9 ½ years and has not 
received a complaint on this site.  
 
Richard Wolf stated that he is on the Claremont Township board and Jennie- O did 
meet with them. The Claremont Township had no objection to this proposal.  
 
Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Harlan Buck, to close the public hearing.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired if the well was already drilled.  
 
Joel Moore stated no, not yet. They are still using the existing well and as soon as 
they get this permit approved they will go ahead and drill a new one and abandoned 
the old one.  
 
Ben Johnson inquired if they currently dispose of their carcass with incineration. 
 
Jay Sanborn a representative from Jennie-O, stated that it is the same plan going 
forward to incineration daily mortality and if they can’t handle it due to an outbreak 
they will render them. The new incinerator will be bigger than the current one so 
there will be fewer trucks if they do have to render.  
 
Darren Durst inquired how many turkeys are 658 animal units.  
 
Joel Moore stated that there are four buildings that will have close to 8,000 in each. 
Then there are two buildings with 1,000 each.  
 
Chad Knudson stated that it is about 36,000 birds over 5 pounds. There are two 
different animal unit classifications and these are the larger ones.  
 
Ben Johnson inquired how long it takes to get to maturity. 
  
Joel Moore stated that the turkeys are about 30 weeks old when they move to this 
farm. The purpose of this farm is to be an egg producing farm.  
 
Richard Wolf clarified that they are not hatched on this farm.  
 
Joel Moore stated no, they will be hatched and raised to that age at a different site 
then moved to this farm. This farm will only have adult turkeys from now on.   
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Richard Wolf inquired if they sell their manure. 
 
Joel Moore stated yes, most of it gets sold to an energy plant in Benson MN. They 
have a contract with them to provide the manure for that plant.  
 
Motion by Ben Johnson, seconded by Joshua Toquam, to recommend approval of 
the Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions:   (The permittee is put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions 
of the CUP may result in termination of the permit.   
 
 

1. A Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction of the 
building.   
 

2. The Dodge County animal feedlot registration shall be updated prior to 
occupation of the barn.  

 
3. All recommendations of the Feedlot Advisory Report dated 5/05/16 completed.  

 
4. A copy of the appropriation permit from Minnesota DNR shall be submitted to 

Department for feedlot file and to include with a copy of the CUP.   
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Zoning Amendment – ZA#16-01 
The second public hearing is to consider a Zoning Amendment to the Dodge County 
Zoning Ordinance. The proposal is to repeal and replace language for Chapter 17: 
General Development Standards, Section 17.24 Signs.   
 
Melissa DeVetter presented the proposed sign language. This came about from a 
Supreme Court Case. There was a Church that was putting up temporary sign and 
the town had a different restriction based upon how long sign could be placed there 
and the content of the sign. The Supreme Court decided that it was a violation of 
free speech. Because of that, basically every sign ordinance in the State of 
Minnesota and probably some of the rules are considered non-compliance by this 
Supreme Court ruling. The organizations for the counties developed this language to 
comply with the Supreme Court’s ruling. They suggested that we could regulate the 
sizes of the sign based on the zoning districts. So that is what is being proposed in 
this language.   
 
Richard Wolf inquired if these maximum number sizes for the signs are similar to or 
larger then what we currently have. 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that the Commercial and Industrial are similar. In the Rural 
Residential zoning district we never had anything like that however, we do have 
home occupations signs and that would depended on what type of business you had 
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to how big your sign could be. We just picked a number in the middle of what was 
allowed and that size would apply in all Rural Residential, Urban Expansion and 
Urban Expansion Residential Districts. In the Agricultural District the size of signs 
was all over the place depending on what type of business you had. So we picked 
16 sq. ft.  
 
Ben Johnson inquired of the companies that already have existing signs up; will this 
make them out of compliance with the ordinance.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that they will be considered a nonconforming structure. 
They will still be allowed to exist as is without making any changes.  If they do make 
changes or propose to make changes they might have to comply with the new 
regulations. If there is damage done to the structure or it blows down they have a 
certain amount of time that they can replace it or they will have to comply with the 
new regulations. 
 
Ken Folie stated the he had a concern about the signs that are being put on barns; 
will they be prohibited now.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that they are prohibited now. That was never changed. You 
are not supposed to paint sign on barns.  
 
Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Minor Buckingham, to close the public 
hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Darren Durst clarified that if they don’t do anything with that sign they are fine, but at 
a later date if they want to change it then they will have to conform, is that correct? 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that what the non-conforming statutes says is; you are 
allowed to maintain in perpetuity and you can improve it up to 50% of the value 
however, if there is substantial damage and depending on what that damage was 
caused by you may be able to rebuild it within a certain period of time. If they wanted 
to come back to just replace it they will have to conform to the new regulations.  
 
Darren Durst stated that this will not affect any of the signs that are out there now 
unless something major happen to them.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated yes however, what she see could happen is if we have an 
individual with an Ag business and he want the same sign size that this other 
business was allowed to have he would want to know how come he cannot have the 
same size. Well, things change and it is out of our control.   
 
Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Harlan Buck, to recommend approval to 
repeal and replace Chapter 17: General Development Standards, Section 17.24 
Signs of the Dodge County Zoning Ordinance as presented.  
 
Motion passed unanimously.  
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Other Business 
Randall Reese/Gary Imhoff – IUP#15-02 (extension)  
Melissa DeVetter stated that Gary Imhoff has submitted a one year extension 
request for his IUP#15-02.  
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Walter Wyttenbach, to recommend approval of 
a one year extension.  I.U.P. #15-02 would be extended from August 11, 2016 to 
August 11, 2017 with the following conditions: 
 

1. The Ag Covenant shall be recorded prior to issuance of the Zoning Permit. 
 

2. Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction.   
 

3. The sewage treatment system must meet the requirements of Dodge 
County's Subsurface Sewage Treatment Ordinance No. 4.  A Dodge County 
Sewage Treatment System shall be obtained prior to issuance of the Zoning 
Permit. 

 
4. Driveway access permit/approval shall be obtained from Hayfield Township, 

when required.  If access is shared through a common driveway, an access 
easement shall be established to maintain access to the property, when 
required.   
 

5. An address shall be obtained from the Dodge County Highway Department. 
 
Motion passed unanimously.  

Potential Amendment to definitions regarding Bio-filters 
Melissa DeVetter and Chad Knudson presented potential language changes in 
regards to bio-filters. A definition for bio-filters was developed that would allow more 
flexibility for producers.  After a discussion with Planning Commission it was the 
consensus that the proposed definitions for bio-filter should move forward. A public 
hearing will be scheduled.  
 
Melissa DeVetter informed the Planning Commission that we won the law suit that 
was filed against Dodge County and Nick Masching by Troms.  
 
Mary Greening informed the Planning Commission that there will be a July meeting.  
 
Adjourn 
Motion by Darren Durst, seconded by Harlan Buck, to adjourn.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 P.M.  


